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SUBJ: GOP STATEMENT ON FUTURE OF TIMOR 

1. IN OCTOBER 22 PRESS CONFERENCE UPON RETURN FROM FAR EAST, 
PORTUGUESE MINISTER OF INTERTERRITORIAL COORDINATION ALMEIDA 
SANTOS COMMENTED ON THE FUTURE OF PORTUGUESE TIMOR. 

2. SANTOS SAID INDONESIA AS WELL AS AUSTRALIA HAVE NO 
TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS TOWARDS TIMOR, AND NOTED JAKARTA'S 
FEAR THAT "PREMATURE INDEPENDENCE COULD BRING WITH IT A FORM 
OF NEOCOLONIALISM." 

3. SANTOS SAID THE GOP PLANS ON HOLDING A "POPULAR 
CONSULTATION" IN TIMOR, PROBABLY IN THE FORM OF ELECTIONS FOR 
A CONSTITUTENT ASSEMBLY TO DRAFT A CONSTITUTION RATHER THAN 
A REFERENDUM. AFTER NOTING TIMORESE "TRUE LOVE FOR 
PORTUGAL," SANTOS ADDED, "WE MUST PROCEED WITH THE PROCESS 
OF DECOLONIZATION WHICH ENCOMPASSES NOT A FEDERATIVE 
SOLUTION, BUT AN INTEGRATION OF TIMOR INTO A PORTUGUESE 
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WHICH UNITE THAT TERRITORY WITH THE MOTHER COUNTRY." 

4. COMMENT: FOREIGN MINISTRY STATES THAT CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY COULD BE ELECTED AS SOON AS 1975. GOP WORRIES 
THAT HIGH DEGREE OF ILLITERACY WILL MAKE WHOLE PROCESS VERY 
DIFFICULT. MINISTRY THINKS PORTUGAL QUITE WILLING TO 
SEE TIMOR BECOME INDEPENDENT OR ASSOCIATE ITSELF WITH 
INDONESIA IF THAT IS TRUE WISH OF TIMORESE. PORTUGAL'S 
INTENT IS SIMPLY TO INSURE THAT DECOLONIZATION IS CARRIED 
OUT IN HONORABLE FASHION. HOWEVER. FOREIGN MINISTRY AND 
ALMEIDA SANTOS SHARE VIEW, AND HOPE, HELD BY MANY PORTUGUESE 
THAT DUE TO LONG TIME ASSOCIATION WITH PORTUGAL, TIMORESE 
WILL OPT FOR SOME TYPE OF SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH PORTUGAL. 
GOP DOES NOT SHARE VIEW, APPARENTLY HELD BY INDONESIA, 

THAT THERE IS SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT IN TIMOR FOR JOINING 
INDONESIA. 

SCOTT 
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